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This year has been relatively quiet.  It began with the approval by the NSW Government for 

the rezoning of land in Parkwood for residential use in July 2020.  Much of this land was 

previously zoned for Environmental Management.  This shows how easy it is for a 

subsequent generation to undo a former generation’s work to protect an area.  The NSW 

and ACT Governments and the Yass Valley Shire Council have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding to facilitate cross-border co-operation in providing the necessary services 

and infrastructure.  Despite the fact that this development could not proceed without the 

ACT Government’s active cooperation in providing these services and infrastructure into the 

future, the ACT Government insists that they have no responsibility for the decision to 

rezone.  The COVID-19 outbreak prompted the NSW Government to fast-track this 

development as part of its Planning System Acceleration Program, so it is likely to 

commence sooner than originally intended. 

Communications during the year included: 

1 July 2020:  Submission to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety for 

their Review of ACT emergency services responses to the 2019-20 bushfire season.   

20 November 2020:  Letter outlining our concerns to all MLAs, following the ACT election.  

Our main activity during this financial year was to monitor developments in the Ginninderry 

area.  Our concerns included:  

 the construction of a new substation off Stockdill Drive connected to the original 

substation on Parkwood Road by a new power line along Stockdill Drive.  The proximity 

of this power line to houses in the Ginninderra Estate has upset some residents.  A 

battery is proposed on the hillside near the new substation on the slope leading down to 

the Molonglo River; 

 the water-sustainable urban design necessary to effectively control stormwater runoff 

from the 46 sub-catchments, most of which drain directly down steep gullies into the 

Murrumbidgee River.  This, together with the increasing proportion of impervious 

surfaces in new developments, makes erosion of these gullies more likely and control of 

water quality and flow more difficult.  To reduce peak flows, a large number of small 

WSUD installations will be required for the 46 sub-catchments (with 41 ponds and 

wetlands), which makes monitoring and maintenance more difficult and expensive. 

 bushfire management research relevant to this area which is exposed to high fire danger 

from dynamic fire behaviour related to the proximity of Ginninderry suburbs to the 

Brindabellas and the steep slopes along the Murrumbidgee River; 



 research into local species, especially the Little Eagle and Rosenberg’s Monitor.  To date, 

the Little Eagle Research Group has reached no conclusion as to whether the Little Eagle 

will continue to nest and forage in the Ginninderry area.  The Rosenberg’s Goanna 

Project is examining the habits and movements of this species in the Namadgi National 

Park to increase understanding of its needs for survival.  It has been sighted in past years 

in the area around Ginninderra Creek and the Falls. 

GFA is also concerned about potential land release associated with the future duplication of 

Drake Brockman Drive.  Development of this area was considered a decade ago but was 

withdrawn at that time.  It now appears to be under reconsideration in the Western Edge 

investigation. 
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