
Protecting the urban edge, 
protecting nature reserves and 

protecting our waterways
Ginninderry – Parkwood 

and

Kama – Whitlam in the Molonglo Valley

**************

Both are bushfire-declared areas











Ginninderry Project

• The original recommendation for the conservation zone (2016) was to 
include a minimum 300 metres between the edge of permanent water 
courses to the development area.

• In practice, the ecological component of the interface area will vary in 
width and design, often being based on other factors such as APZ, 
incorporation of high quality fauna habitat elements, water quality controls 
and urban design considerations.

• The minimum width of the ecological component of the interface area is to 
be 20 metres.

Rosenberg’s Goanna Discussion Paper (19 June 2017)

EcoLogical Australia Pty Ltd



KAMA

WHITLAM

MACQUARIE

COOKAnother 
Example:
Molonglo 
Stage 3 
and Kama 
Nature 
Reserve





Molongo Valley –
Kama Interface with 
Whitlam suburbia



Kama – Interface Management Zones

• IMZ-1 Kama Nature Reserve – comprising the land within Kama 
Nature Reserve;

• IMZ-2 Interface Buffer – Woodland Regeneration – comprising the 
portion of the buffer to be actively restored to Box-Gum Woodland;

• IMZ-3 Interface Buffer – Inner Asset Protection Zone – comprising 
the portion of the buffer to be managed primarily for the protection 
of the adjoining urban development; and

• IMZ-4 Urban Development – comprising the urban development land 
between the buffer and Deep Creek.



ACT Legislation

• Building Act 2004 – bushfire-related construction requirements;

• Building Regulations – declared Bushfire Prone Area (2004);

• Territory Plan – codes may result in mitigation measures being 
required in areas not declared Bushfire Prone;

• Planning for Bushfire Risk Mitigation General Code;

• Bushfire Risk Assessment - level of bushfire risk from ember attack, 
radiant heat and flame contact;



• The Bushfire Prone Area is the area of the ACT that is at high 

risk of being impacted by bushfires. 

• It includes a buffer zone, extending up to 100 metres from the 

vegetated edge into inhabited areas, as bushfires spread by 

way of ember attack or by house-to-house ignition.

• Inner Asset Protection Zone Areas are immediately adjacent to 

an asset, such as a residential boundary, requiring intensive fuel 

management to minimise fuel loads. 

• Outer Asset Protection Zones Areas typically adjoin Inner Asset 

Protection Zones, and often to the north and west of the asset, 

particularly in areas with higher risk vegetation. Fuel 

management is a priority in these areas.

Strategic Bushfire Management Plan 2019



Australian Wildlife Conservancy – Tim Allard

• The 2019 United Nations Global Assessment report painted a stark 
picture into the global diversity crisis – nearly one million species are 
at risk of extinction unless radical action is taken.  In Australia, we are 
world leaders in mammal extinctions;  31 species have gone extinct 
since European settlement and a further 56 mammal species are 
threatened with extinction.

• The main drivers of this extinction crisis in Australia include invasive 
species (particularly feral cats and foxes), inappropriate fire regimes 
and feral herbivores.

Wildlife Matters, Issue 37



Conservation corridor width

• The question should not be posed as how narrow a corridor the focal species 
might use.  This is analogous to asking an engineer, what are the fewest number 
of rivets that might keep this wing on the airplane?

• Planners should reframe the question as, what is the narrowest corridor width 
that is not likely to be regretted after the adjacent area is converted to human 
uses?

• If a corridor design is too narrow, implementing that design would waste the 
conservation investment.

Paul Beier, A rule of thumb for widths of conservation corridors, 

Conservation Biology (2018)


